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Fireplaces tend to be the heart of the home and add a cozy ambiance to any 
room. Contemporary or traditional, families and friends like to gather around, 
not only to keep warm and cozy, but as a spot to get together, converse, watch 
TV, or just relax. In this custom design for our client’s shore house (above), we 
came up with a sleek, modern look using one slab of stone and, by elongating 
the hearth, we combined form and function to create a statement piece.

Stairs can make an architectural statement. They are evocative of a journey into 
the private spaces of a home. Be it modern or traditional, a staircase is a prom-
inent architectural feature. We designed this floating staircase (below at right) 
for a client’s beach house using glass railings and hand-hewn wooden steps. 
Our clients wanted a contemporary style to allow as much light into their house 
as possible. This design considered both form and space yet added much value 
to the aesthetic of the house.

Ottomans are the most versatile of furnishings. They provide extra seating, a 
pop of color, and can be moved around easily to serve many purposes. Place a 
tray on one and it turns into a coffee table where objects can be displayed. Ot-
tomans can transition into footstools in an instant. Cover it with a beautiful fab-
ric like the purple Fortuny in the picture below and you can effortlessly elevate 
the style of any room..

Feel free to pass this along to friends or let me know if you would like me to 
add someone to the mailing list. And please visit our website to see more of our 
work: lesliehayes.com
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